5G cell service bill passes state legislature

Bay News 9
State lawmakers have passed a bill that would make it easier for wireless companies to bring
faster cell service to Florida. But some county leaders across the state are not happy about it.
House Bill 687 just passed the Florida House and Senate with an overwhelming majority. It
makes it a lot easier for the cell phone companies to set up the 5G network. Right now, cities
and county governments must give cell phone companies permission to install equipment along
streets and at intersections. And local governments can negotiate with wireless carriers,
sometimes getting thousands of dollars a year for each piece of equipment installed. However,
House Bill 687 allows cell companies to install the equipment without local government
approval and it caps the amount local governments can charge carriers to $150 a year per piece
of equipment. Seminole County Commissioner John Horan says that is not fair. Horan and other
county leaders across the state also worry about what all of the cell equipment will look like
aesthetically. The bill passed in the Florida House and Senate, and it is now up to the governor
to sign it into law. If that happens, the law would take effect July 1.
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State lawmakers have passed a bill that would make it easier for wireless companies to bring faster cell service to Florida.
But some county leaders across the state are not happy about it.

« Some leaders upset that bill allows companies to install equipment without gov approval
« 5G service means faster Internet connections, quicker downloads
+ Bill 687 is awaiting governor's signature to become law

Most cell phones currently run on a 4G LTE network, but eventually wireless companies plan to roll out a 5th Generation
— or 5G network — that promises to provide faster connections, quicker downloads and even support self-driving cars.

House Bill 687 just passed the Florida House and Senate with an overwhelming majority. It makes it a lot easier for the cell
phone companies to set up the 5G network.

State Representative Mike La Rosa, who represents House District 42, co-sponsored the bill.
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I just believe it's important for Florida to be ahead of the curve and not behind it, and if this technology can be rolled out sma rt b| ke
here first, I certainly want to make way for that,” said La Rosa, who represents parts of Osceola and Polk counties.

To make 5G service possible, companies will need more than just cell phone towers. They will need to install smaller cell
equipment — about the size of a backpack — on utility poles, traffic light arms and even sign posts along streets and in
intersections in cities and counties across the state.

Right now, cities and county governments must give cell phone companies permission to install equipment along streets and
at intersections. And local governments can negotiate with wireless carriers, sometimes getting thousands of dollars a year
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for each piece of equipment installed. oY

However, House Bill 687 allows cell companies to install the equipment without local government approval and it caps the D.C. DIGEST

amount lacal governments can charge carriers to $150 a year per piece of equipment.
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Seminole County Commissioner John Horan says that is not fair.
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“We should be able to, as local governments, to set a market-competitive rate for the use of our right-of-ways just likewe do 111 ¢ E‘:‘: 15t
with any other utility,” said Horan. “This is a tremendous benefit, billions of dollars of benefit to these local cell phone

companies, and it’s really not fair to the local taxpayers.”
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Horan and other county leaders across the state also worry about what all of the cell equipment will look like aesthetically. changes at the federal level
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“Instead of a wind-farm you have a 5G pole farm,” said Horan. news, important dates and learn how to contact your
representatives.

La Rosa says lawmakers revised the bill to make sure local leaders have a say in what the cell equipment will look like in i ¥
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"We looked at specific types of poles and made sure those poles wouldn't be affected, or were very specific on where they ~ S<oreeard

can be located on the pole,” said La Rosa.
The bill passed in the Florida House and Senate, and it is now up to the governor to sign it into law.
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